Annexe 2

Consultation responses

Dear Sam,

The proposed changes to the use of Meryfield as a polling station were discussed at a full
Governing Body meeting held at the school on October 10th. Erica and Mrs Gage,
Headteacher, were both in attendance at the meeting and | am copying both of them with
this message. Governors understood that the proposal would result in the volume of people
eligible to vote at Meryfield reducing by approximately 50%. The balance of people that are
currently voting at Meryfield would in future, use the Organ Hall community space as their
polling station.

The proposal was unanimously supported by all members of the governing body, including
the Headteacher. This is recorded in the minutes which will appear on our school website.
Members have previously expressed concerns with regard to the safety of the

children during elections days, particularly when parents and carers are coming into the
school at the start and end of the school day and when the children are outside at
playtimes. This concern would certainly be reduced by the proposal. The reduction in the
footfall entering the school site would make it easier to monitor at critical times during the
day of the election. There have also been concerns with the number of polling station
officials that are required to manage the volume of people voting and we assume that the
proposal would also result in a reduction of polling station staff. This will make it easier for
us to provide the facilities that the polling station staff require on these typically long days.

| would be grateful if you could give full consideration to the above comments as part of the
consultation process. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any further

information or wish to discuss any aspect of how the proposal would effect Meryfield.

Regards.

John Cooper — Chair of Governing Body, Meryfield Community Primary School.



The Toby Carvery in Borehamwood should not be used as a Polling Station. It is not
appropriate for voters to walk into a rowdy bar and vote. Elderly people especially will be
deterred from voting.

Stephen Cook
Cardinal Avenue
Borehamwood
Herts
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