Annexe 3 

Review of Polling Districts and Polling Places: 2018
Acting Returning Officer’s Proposals for the Hertsmere Parliamentary Constituency that falls within the Borough of Hertsmere.

Elections and electoral events, both national and local, over the last three years have provided a robust test of the electoral arrangements within the Borough. 

· 2015 UK Parliamentary, Borough, Town and Parish elections;
· 2016 Police & Crime Commissioner elections and the Referendum on the UK’s membership of the European Union;

· 2017 Hertfordshire County Council and UK Parliamentary.

In the main, the electoral arrangements have worked well within the area and very little adjustment to the existing schedule of polling districts and polling places has been needed.  
However, new ward arrangements will come into force at the local elections in 2019 as a result of the Local Government Boundary Commission for England (LGBCE) Electoral Review of Hertsmere. Therefore, some revision of the Polling District Scheme has been necessary to ensure polling stations fall within the lines of the new wards.
In assessing the capacity of polling stations, account has also been taken of known residential development projects in these areas, which may necessitate some single polling stations being split into double stations within the same building to accommodate an increase in the number of electors. However, I do not feel that these developments will have any adverse impact on the existing polling districts that they fall within. 

Under current legislation, the polling place must be within the area of the polling district, unless special circumstances make it desirable to designate an area either wholly or partly outside of the polling district. 
In this respect, for the following wards I recommend a polling place outside of the polling district under ‘special circumstances’:

· AC within Bushey North. Polling Place be designated as ‘Bushey Manor School’.  Previously electors within this ward, voted at this polling place. Due to the changes in the ward boundary between Bushey North and Bushey St James it remains the only suitable location for these electors.
· BB within Bushey St James. This is a new polling station. Bushey Manor School now falls within this ward; however it is not a big enough location to support a double polling station. It is for this reason that I recommend the polling place for this ward be designated as ‘St James Church Hall’
· EA within Aldenham West. There is no location within this area that can accommodate a polling station. The current arrangement for electors in this particular area is that they need to vote at a polling station located in the housing estate which lies inside the Borough of Watford. As there are no road links directly into the Hertsmere Borough area, I recommend that the polling place be designated as the ‘Meriden Estate’.
· EG within Aldenham west. Polling place be designated as ‘The Three Compasses’. Due to the County division boundary it has been necessary to create this small polling district. There are no suitable venues within this polling district and therefore electors will vote at The Three Compasses.

· HC within Borehamwood Brookmeadow. Polling place be designated as ‘St Michaels Church Hall’ This has been the electoral arrangement for several years and works well for electors. 
· HE Within Borehamwood Brookmeadow. Polling place be designated as ‘Aberford Hall’ This has been the electoral arrangement for several years and works well for electors. 
· KB Within Borehamwood Hillside Ward. Polling place be designated as ‘96 Shenley Road’. Due to the changes in the ward boundaries between Hillside and Kenilworth wards there is no longer a suitable polling place within this polling district. 
· NC within Potters Bar Furzefield ward. Polling place be designated as ‘Elm Court’. As Potters Bar has been divided into four wards it has been necessary to change the polling districts to reflect this. Electors in this polling district were previously split between Potters Bar Furzefield and Parkfield wards. There is no alternative venue within this new ward suitable to be a polling place. 
· QC within Bentley Heath and the Royds. Polling place be designated as ‘Potters Bar Baptist Church’. Electors in this ward have always votes at this location. There is no suitable alternative location for a polling place.
I support the Polling Districts and Polling Places Scheme set out during the 2018 consultation.
Donald Graham
Acting Returning Officer

Hertsmere Constituency

November 2018
PAGE  
1

