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 Appendix 2: General Legionella Controls (SOP’s) -Checklist 
	Service
	Task 
	Frequency
	Inspected By
	Date
	Action taken (if applicable)

	Hot water Services
	Where hot water is generated in a boiler room check that it stored above 60O C 
	Daily 
	
	
	

	
	Check local electric water heaters supplying hot water are stored above 60OC and maintained for one hour.
	Quarterly
	
	
	

	
	Check temperatures in flow and return pipework at calorifiers. The return temperature must be greater than 50oC
	Monthly
	
	
	

	
	Appoint a competent contractor to visually check on internal surfaces of calorifiers for scale, if possible, and remove sludge and sediment. 
	Every 12 Months
	
	
	

	
	Check water temperature of first and last taps on a circulating system on each loop. Hot water taps should reach 50oC within 1 minute after opening tap, (location of taps to be identified by competent person), where localised thermostatic mixing valves are fitted the temperature should be measured at the valve supply point with a contact thermometer.
	Monthly
	
	
	

	Cold Water Services
	Check that the tank water temperature at the point furthest away from the ball (float) valve and that the water flowing from the valve is below 20oC. 

Check there is cross flow through the tank.

Check the surface for evidence of biofilm


	Every Six Months
	
	
	

	
	Check that the water temperature of the first and last taps on a circulating system is below 20oC after running the water for up to two minutes (location of taps to be identified by a competent person)
	Monthly


	
	
	

	
	Visually inspect cold-water tanks and carryout remedial works where necessary, (lids sealed/lidded to prevent contamination) 
	Every 12 Months
	
	
	

	Shower Outlets
	Inspect and flush for 2 minutes.


	Weekly
	
	
	

	Shower Heads
	Dismantle, clean/disinfect and descale showerheads and hoses.
	Quarterly or more frequently as required.
	
	
	

	Little used outlets, e.g. toilets and wash hand basins.


	Flush through direct to drain before use and without producing aerosols or water spray. 
	Weekly
	
	
	

	Spa pools/baths
	Check filters – sand filters should be back washed daily
	Daily
	
	
	

	
	Check water treatment , pools should be continuously treated with an oxidising biocide
	Three times daily
	
	
	

	
	Drain down, clean and disinfect entire system
	At least weekly
	
	
	


Appendix 2: Specific Risks (SOP’s) -Legionella Checklist

	Service
	Task
	Frequency
	Inspected by & date
	Action Taken (if applicable)

	Spray Humidifiers, air washers and wet scrubbers
	Clean and disinfect spray humidifiers/air washers and make up tanks including all wetted surfaces, descaling as necessary
	Six monthly
	
	

	
	Confirm the operation of non-chemical water treatment (if present)
	Weekly
	
	

	Water Softeners
	Clean and disinfect resin and brine tank – check with manufacturer what chemicals can be used to disinfect resin bed
	Weekly
	
	

	Sprinkler and hose reel systems


	When witnessing tests of sprinkler blow-down and hose reels ensure that there is minimum risk of exposure to aerosols
	As directed by risk assessment
	
	

	Lathe and machine tool coolant systems
	Clean and disinfect storage and distribution system
	Six monthly
	
	

	Horticultural misting systems
	Clean and disinfect distribution pipework, spray heads and make up tanks including all wetted surfaces, descaling as necessary


	Quarterly or more frequently as required.
	
	

	Vehicle washes
	Check filtration and treatment system, clean and disinfect system


	See manufacturer’s instructions
	
	

	Fountains and water features


	Clean and disinfect ponds, spray heads and make up tanks including all wetted surfaces, descaling as necessary 
	Interval depending on condition and risk assessment
	
	

	Cooling towers and evaporative condensers 


	Refer to See L8 ‘Control of Legionella Bacteria in Water Systems’ and associated technical guidance and HSG 274
	
	
	


NB
A water system includes all plant / equipment and components associated with that system. For example, all associated pipework, pumps, feed tanks, valves, showers, heat exchangers, quench tanks, chillers, etc.

