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| am a resident of Borehamwood and also a committee member of the Elstree & Borehamwood
Resident Association.

We have a secondary school Hertswood; it’'s over two sites and is also home to the Ark Theatre,
Which has been funded by The Borough, Town Council and Borehamwood tax payers 2.4 Million?
Pounds.

The school has now changed to an Academy and is now Hertswood Academy, the land was owned
And given by Hertfordshire County Council, now the school is selling one of its sites, the one with
The Ark Theatre on it.

The chair of governors Mr Graham Taylor has said it will build about 300 homes on the site.

The Eistree & Borehamwood Resident Association wish to submit Elstree Way Corridor Area Action Plan
Page 26 Figure 5 opportunity sites policy)EWCQIDeveloper Contributions, S106 planning obligations will be
Used to ensure the delivery of key infrastructure and to mitigate the impact of development

Improvements that benefit all developments in the EWC area including facilities.

We are asking if the Ark Theatre could be relocated at the old library site, figure 5 opportunity site
Number 4 Elstree Way North, which is also owned by Hertfordshire County Council, like the Academy.

REASONS BEING

We would like a community Theatre like Potters bar the Wyllyotts Centre
1.) If it was on the main road it would get maximum publicity, policy SADM 29 ~ key community facilities,
proposals for the provision or enhancement of community facilities will be supported provided.

1) They will principally serve a local community.

1) They are appropriately located and designed having regard to other plan policies.

V) They offer access for all.

V) Where appropriate they are designed to be able to accommodate a range of community uses.
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2.)

It would have a large car park-and disability parking for easy access, Policy SADM 29 key
-community facilities: = '

Vi)

They satisfy the terms of policy CS25 and provide for an appropriate amount of car
parking in line with the parking standards SPD.

3,) Good T.F.L bus routes to Barnet, Edgware and Elstree & Borehamwood station, policy SADM
29 key community facilities.

1)

They are accessible by public transport, walking and cycling.

If we had a community Ark Theatre on the main Road.

1)
2)

3)
4)

5)

6)

It would be used by a lot of community groups, Choirs and theatre groups; they would not
have to go to Potters Bar and Radlett to put on shows.

The theatre could be used all day, every day so it would pay its way.

It would not be under school control making it very limited on its use.

We also have Eltree University Technical College (UTC), which has a special focus on the
technical skills, trades, crafts and technologies that support the entertainment, film,
television, theatre and visual arts industries, we could make use of their technical
knowledge and give them work experience. They do not have a theatre or work space, and
will be looking for a theatre of their own soon near the college.

We also have Elstree Studios, which is expanding all the time, I'm sure they would want to
put on shows or recording, like Friday night is music night, Radio 2

It’s also 100 years of the film studios owned by Hertsmere Council.

The chair of governors Mr Graham Taylor is happy to have a theatre in the Academy, but not
a community theatre, as he says it would take about £70,000 out of the school budget and
that could pay for 3 teachers.

With the restricted use of the building and being combined with the school sports facilities
and a problem with parking when a show is on because the sports venue will have taken all
the spaces, which would create a lack of disabled spaces, plus there is no public transport
but even if there was some available it would probably be hourly like the nearest Sullivan
bus and finish early and not take travel cards only high cash fares.

The theatre would be so far from the main public transport bus T.F.L or train station, a lot of

performing artists arrive by train.



The biggest problem with the theatre where it-is now is-people say-“theatre; what theatre, |

-didn’t-know there was-one;, where-isit? - The council-have never put anysigns up-around--- -~ -

the town, so who's to say they will if it moves into Cowley Hill site.

In the Elstree Way Corrider Area Action Plan.

Hertsmere Local Plan,

Site Allocations and Development Management policies consultation draft.
Policy SADM 1 - Housing Allocations page 9.

Relocation of Hertswood upper site.

Relocation of Hertswood upper school.

Playing field and the Ark theatre to the Hertswood lower school site,

Programme of development on the two sites to be agreed to enable the immediate.

Replacement of the theatre and ensure the proper level of school facilities, including playing
fields is available throughout the development period.

It is also in the Borehamwood times Friday 28" March 2014.

Mr Peter Gillett (Head teacher of Hertswood Academy) says it will be replaced with a first
class community theatre.

Under the action plan it will not be demolished until an alternative has been built, it is in the
Action plan and The Borehamwood times, but the planning department are telling me this is
not the case. Are we being mistold information?

This could be a win win for everybody with a bit of common sense and working together,

The 2-4 Million back from the sale of the land and 106 development money would pay for
the new theatre and something from the studios.




Friday
20.12.13

by RUTH HALKON
ruth.halkon@londen.newsquest.co.uk

Campaigners are seeking support to prevent the
temporary closure of a theatre at the heart of the
community,

Hertswood Academy, which is split over two
sites, plans to sell off its Thrift Farm Lane site,
which houses the Ark Theatre, for housing and
then build a new school and theatre on its Cowley
Hill site. L

But Elstree and Borchamwood Residents Asso-
cigtion‘has launched a petition asking Hertswood
Academy and Hertsmere Borough Council to
stop detolition'of the venue until a replacement
is up und running.

. T petition also asks the school and the
vor . toconsider building the new theatre in the
centre of Borechamwaod.

Lawrence Stack has gathered neurly 200 signa-
tures sirice Tuesday from a stall ourside 96 Shen-
ley Road.

The Croxdale Road resident has attended
almostevery show the theatre has put on this sea-
son gnd is himsclf _d?r;niug 4 Santa suit to be

involved in/ifs pantomime: o

He said: “I am passionate abotit saving the Ark.
If it closes down, even for & few years, there will
be a huge gap left in the town,

“We were promised a theatre 20 years ago. Itis
wrong they should knock down the Atk Theatre
after it-has only been open since 2009,

“The Cowley Hill site
would be totally unsuitable
for a theatre. There is little
purking andivis nrilés away
from the town centre and
the station.”

Mr Stack said the theatre
was built on Jand owned by
the public and the council
until the schoo! gained

‘The Cowley Hill
site would be
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B Lawrence Stack with hls petitl

acudemy statug, and the public should therefore
had & say in where a replacement should be built.

He added selling the Thrift Farm Lane site
would earn the sthool £35million and a new
school would cost £25m 'to build.

“Why can't they give us £3,.5m needed to build
a theatre in the centre of the town thut the whole
conimunity ¢an access?

"People who come up to
me to sign the petition say
they don't use the theatre at
the moment because it is 50
out of the
and: poorly advertised.
ould be even worse on
the hew site.

3 . “Bnstead the theatre
JG UNiTino

d be built in the town

D (e R

agalnst Hertswood Acsdemy’s plans for a new theatre, Inset
Arstets lnpreceion by Cuntmisg And

e

centre, on the site of the old library, where it is
easily seen and so,can attract bigger names.”

Hertswood Academy headteacher Peter Gillett
said: “Last month, following the publication ol
our plans to build a wenderful new school for
current and future generations of Borehamwood
residents; we invited comments through our
website.

“Some of the responses indicate a concern
about closingthe Ark Theatre while & new theutre
i3 built on our lower site as part.of the new acad-
cmy. The academy has responded to all the
comments made.on'these and other issues.

*We have not yet seen the petition but will, of
course, give it due consideration if it is sent to us."

Copies of the petition can be found at
Barnados and the museum ‘in Shenley Road and
in Meryfield Primary School.
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Heated debate over future of Ark
Theatre at Elstree and Borehamwood
Residents Association
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The {uture of a theatre st to be demolished as part of a school's
redevelopment plans was the subject of passionate debate at a
residents’ association meeting.

More than 75 people gathered at The Ark Theatre In Thrift Farm Lane in
Borehamwood for a public meeting of the Elstree and Borehamwood
Resldents Association.

A petition organised by the association to save the theatre from belng

damolished and rebuilt In 2016 has already gained more than 500

signatures and the future of The Ark was at the top of the agenda.
Committee member
Lawrence Stack, who
masterminded the
petilion, asked the
school why [t could not
give some of the money
from the sale of the
Thrift Farm Lane site to
build a theatre In the
centre of the town,

He sald: "The Ark was
built with £2.4million of
public money, We were

promised a communlty theatre for the town 20 years ago and there's
more than enough maney from the sale to bulld something like the Willits
Theatre in Potters Bar, but the school wants all the cake itself."

Another resident sald he worried about the effect Lhe loss of the thealre
on the community.

He said: “We were promised a big new civic hall when the old one was
knocked down. The community In Borehamwood Imploded and It took a
long time to be rebuitt, The theatre is only Just beginning to attract new
audiences. I'm worried when this place disappears. the community won't
recover.”

Heated debate over future of Ark Theatre (From Borehamwood Times)

TIMES™
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11/01/2014 Heated debate over fut
Other members of the public called the theatre Asia by Google
“fantastic” and wondered why it could not be left
where it is until a new one was buitt. Discover Our Wak i
Show sr Range. Reques!
Chalrman of Governors for Hertswood Acadarmy ¥ our Frize Beochure
Graham Taylor sald he understood the "support” Orinia
of residants for tha thealre and thel "angs! npyt  Rathingeolutlonasoukis
thare was no chaice but to demolish and rebuild
it on the other site, B Yo T il

Today. el nfo, Tk &
He sald: "Our school s falling apart, the fiat roofs cttay. eadebinder TN

leak, the bulldings are crumbling, it's not good for mlbl I

the kids. It would cost £10million to renovate both

sites and there's no way of gelting that money.

The children of this town deserve an excallent

school and the only way to do that is to sell one site 1o a private buyer,”

He said the school was the reason the theatre was there in the first
place, and tha school was committed to rebuilding it.

He said: "Without us thers would be no theatre in Borehamwood. Four
years ago we had our school hall converted and agreed It could be used
by the community as well.

“The theatre makes a loss, it costs between £70.000 and £80,000 a year
just to keep the doors open. Our parents say ‘Why are you spending the
equivalent of three teachers on keeping this?'

“it is not true that we are filling our pockets. All the money we earn {rom
the sale of the Thrift Farm Lane site will be ploughed directly into the new

school.”

He said If the people of the town wanted their own theatre to be built in
the centre of the lown they would have to speak to the council, though
he did not know where the money would come from.

Mr Taylor added: "l am more than happy ta meet with the residents’
association and the borough and county councils to address people’s
concerns and see how we might address them.”
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| am a resident of Borehamwood and also a committee member of the Eistree & Borehamwood
Resident Association.

We have a secondary school Hertswood; it's over two sites and is also home to the Ark Theatre,
Which has been funded by The Borough, Town Council and Borehamwood tax payers 2.4 Million?
Pounds.

The school has now changed to an Academy and is now Hertswood Academy, the land was owned
And given by Hertfordshire County Council, now the school is selling one of its sites, the one with
The Ark Theatre on it.

The chair of governors Mr Graham Taylor has said it will build about 300 homes on the site.

The Elstree & Borehamwood Resident Association wish to submit Elstree Way Corridor Area Action Plan
Page 26 Figure 5 opportunity sites policy EWC9 Developer Contributions, $106 planning obligations will be
Used to ensure the delivery of key infrastructure and to mitigate the impact of development

Improvements that benefit all developments in the EWC area including facilities.

We are asking if the Ark Theatre could be relocated at the old library site, figure 5 opportunity site
Number 4 Elstree Way North, which is also owned by Hertfordshire County Council, like the Academy.

REASONS BEING

We would like a community Theatre like Potters bar the Wyllyotts Centre
1.) If it was on the main road it would get maximum publicity, policy SADM 29 — key community facilities,
proposals for the provision or enhancement of community facilities will be supported provided.

) They will principally serve a local community.

) They are appropriately located and designed having regard to other plan policies.

V) They offer access for all.

V) Where appropriate they are designed to be able to accommodate a range of community uses.



2.) It would have alarge car park and d|sab|I|ty parkmg for easy access, P0|ICV SADM 29 key

“community facilitieg;

Vi) They satisfy the terms of policy CS25 and provide for an appropriate amount of car
parking in line with the parking standards SPD.

3,) Good T.F.L bus routes to Barnet, Edgware and Elstree & Borehamwood station, policy SADM
29 key community facilities.

() They are accessible by public transport, walking and cycling.

If we had a community Ark Theatre on the main Road.,

1) It would be used by a lot of community groups, Choirs and theatre groups; they would not
have to go to Potters Bar and Radlett to put on shows.

2) The theatre could be used all day, every day so it would pay its way.

3) It would not be under school control making it very limited on its use.

4) We also have Eltree University Technical College (UTC), which has a special focus on the
technical skills, trades, crafts and technologies that support the entertainment, film,
television, theatre and visual arts industries, we could make use of their technical
knowledge and give them work experience. They do not have a theatre or work space, and
will be looking for a theatre of their own soon near the college.

5) We also have Elstree Studios, which is expanding all the time, I’'m sure they would want to
put on shows or recording, like Friday night is music night, Radio 2

6) It's also 100 years of the film studios owned by Hertsmere Council.

The chair of governors Mr Graham Taylor is happy to have a theatre in the Academy, but not
a community theatre, as he says it would take about £70,000 out of the school budget and
that could pay for 3 teachers.

With the restricted use of the building and being combined with the school sports facilities
and a problem with parking when a show is on because the sports venue will have taken all
the spaces, which would create a lack of disabled spaces, plus there is no public transport
but even if there was some available it would probably be hourly like the nearest Sullivan
bus and finish early and not take travel cards only high cash fares.

The theatre would be so far from the main public transport bus T.F.L or train station, a lot of
performing artists arrive by train.



--The biggest problem with the theatre whereit is now is people say “theatre,-what theatre, |

didn’t-know-there-was one,-where-isit?*:--The-council have never put-any signs up around -
the town, so who's to say they will if it moves into Cowley Hill site.

In the Elstree Way Corrider Area Action Plan,

Hertsmere Local Plan.

Site Allocations and Development Management policies consuitation draft.
Policy SADM 1 — Housing Allocations page 9.

Relocation of Hertswood upper site.

Relocation of Hertswood upper school,

Playing field and the Ark theatre to the Hertswood lower school site.

Programme of development on the two sites to be agreed to enable the immediate.

Replacement of the theatre and ensure the proper level of school facilities, including playing
fields is available throughout the development period.

It is also in the Borehamwood times Friday 28" March 2014,

Mr Peter Gillett (Head teacher of Hertswood Academy) says it will be replaced with a first
class community theatre.

Under the action plan it will not be demolished until an alternative has been built, it is in the
Action plan and The Borehamwood times, but the planning department are telling me this is
not the case. Are we being mistold information?

This could be a win win for everybody with a bit of common sense and working together,

The 2-4 Million back from the sale of the land and 106 development money would pay for
the new theatre and something from the studios.




Friday
20.12.13

by RUTH HALKON
¢uth.halkon@london.newsquest.co.uk

Cuampuigners are seeking support to prevent the
temporary closure of a theatre at the heart of the
community.

Hertswood Academy, which is split over two
sites, plans to seli off its Thrift Farm Lane site,
which houses the Ark Theatre, for housing and
then build & new school and theatre on its Cowley
Hill site, :

But Elstree and Borehamwood Residents Asso-
ciation has launched a petition asking Hertswood
Academy and Hertsmere Borough Council to
stap dennolition of the venue until a replacement
is up and running.

. T" “petition_also asks the school and the
con to'consider building the new. theatre in the
centie of Borehamwood.

Lawrence Stack has gathered nearly 200 signa-
tures sinee Tuesday from a stall outside 96 Shen-
fev Road,

The CGroxdale Road resident has attended
almost every show;the theatre Has pution this sea-
sen und -is- himself donnitig a Santa suit to be
mvolved inits pantomime.

He said: "Lam passionate nboﬁ?&avlng tieArk,
If i1 closes . down, even for a few years, there will
bea huge gap left in the town.

"We were promised a theatre 20 years ago. It is
wrong they should knock down the Atk Theatre
dfter it'bas only been open sinee 2009.

“The Cowley Hill site
would be totally unsuitable
for a theatre. There is little
parkhig and it is miles away
from the town centre and
the station.™

Mr Stack said the theatre
was built on land owned by
the public and the counclil
untit the schoel gained

‘The Cowley Hill
site would be
totally unsuitable
for a theatre’

W Lawrence Stack with hllp-ntltlun aplmt Hutmod m&omy‘n plsns for a new theatre, Inset

o

academy Status, 'md the public should therefore
had a say in where a replacement should be built.

He added selling the Thrft Farm Lane site
would earn the school £35million and & new
school would cost £25m to build.

*Why can’t they give us £3.5m needed to build
a theatre in the centre of the town that the whole
COMMUAity Can Access?

“People who come up to
me t¢ sigh the petition say
they don't use the theatre at
the moment because it is s0
out of the
way and poarly advertised.
It would be even warse on
the new site.

“Instead the theatre
should be built in the town

BOREHAMWOOD & ELSTREE

Artirts Improsion by Cumming Arderton Architact

centre, on the site of the old library, where it i
easily seen and so can attract bigger names.™

Hertswood Academy headteacher Peter Gillett
said: “Last month, following the publication of
our plans to build a wonderful new school for
current and future generations of Barehamwood
residents, we invited comments through our
website.

“Some of the responses indicate & concern
aboutclosing the Ark Theatre while 8 new theatre
is built on our lower site as part of the new acad-
emy. The acadeniy has responded to all the
comments made on|these and other jssues,

“We have not yel seen the petition but will, of
course, give it due cansideration if it is sent to us.”

Copics of the petition can be found al
Barnados and the museum in Shentey Road and
i Meryfield Primary School.
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Heated debate over future of Ark Theatre (From Borehamwood Times)

BOREHAMWOOD —
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Heated debate over future of Ark
Theatre at Elstree and Borehamwood
Residents Association
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Borehamwood Tlnes: Lawrence Stack

The future of a theatre sel to be demalished as pari of a school's
redevelopment plans was the subject of passionate debate at a
residents’ assoclation meeting,

More than 75 people gathered al The Ark Theatre In Thrift Farm Lane in
Borehamwood for @ public meeting of the Elstree and Borehamwood
Residents Assoclation.

A petition organised by the assoclation to save the theatre from being
demolished and rebuilt in 2016 has already gained mere than 500
sighatures and the future of The Ark was at the top of the agenda.

Committee member
Lawrence Stack, who
masterminded the
petition, asked the
school why it could not
give some of the money
from the sale of the
Thrift Farm Lane site to
build a theatre in the
centre of the town.

He sald: "The Ark was
built with £2.4miflion of
public money. We were

promised a community theatre for the town 20 years ago and there’s
more than enough money from the sale to build something like the Willits
Theatre in Potters Bar, but the school wants all the cake itself.”

Another resident said he worried about the effect the lass of the theatre
on the communlly.

He said: "We were promised a big new civic hall when the old one was
knocked down. The community In Borehamwood imploded and It took a
long time to be rebuilt. The theatre is only just beginning to atiract new
audiences. I'm warried when this place disappears, the community won't
recover.”
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11/01/2014 Heated debate over fut
Other members of the public called the theatre Ads by Gooole

“fantastic” and wondered why It could not be loft  Waikin Showars

where it is until a new one was built, Discover Our Wak in

Show er Range, Raquest
Chalrman of Goverriors for Herlswood Academy Your Frea Brachure
Graham Taylor said he understood the “support” Oxe |
of residents for the theatrs and their "angst” but bathingsciutions.co.ukis
there was no cholce but lo demolish and rebulld
it on the other site. e ———

Today. Travel inl [
He sald: “Our school is falllng apart, the flat roofs e L

leak, the buildings are crumbling, it's not good for
the kids. It would cost £40million to renovate both
sites and there's no way of getting that money.
The children of this town deserve an excellent
school and the only way to do that is to sell one slte to a private buyer."

www thinkisrasleom

He said the school was tha reason the theatre was there In the first
place. and the school was committed to rebullding it.

He said; “Without us there would be no theatre In Borehamwoad. Four
years ago we had our school hall converted and agreed it could be used
by the community as wall.

“The theatre makes a loss, it costs batween £70,000 and £80,000 a year
just to keep the doors open. Qur parents say ‘Why are you spending the
equivalent af three leachers on keeping this?'

“# is not true that we are filling our pockets. All the money we earn from
the sale of the Thrift Farm Lane site will be ploughed directly into the new
schaol.”

He said If the paople of the town wanted their own theatre to be bulit in
the centre of the town they would have (o speak to the council, though
he did not know where the money would come from.

Mc Taylor added: "l am more than happy to meet with the residents’
association and the borough and county councils to address peaple’s
concerns and see how we might address them.”



